Psychology 4910
Winter 2016

Dr. Jamie Drover
Assignment 1 (rough draft due February 19th, final draft due March 7th)   
The purpose of this assignment is to supplement the lectures and to get you to summarize and think critically about important psychological research.  

You will select one of the two following landmark studies.

Milgram, Stanley (1963). "Behavioral Study of Obedience". Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology 67: 371–8

Latané B, Darley JM.(1968).  Group inhibition of bystander intervention in emergencies.  Journal of  Personality and Socical Psychology. 10(3):215-21.
Here are the links for the articles:
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/psychology/terrace/w1001/readings/milgram.pdf
You should be able to find Darley and Latané using MUN article search.
Your assignment will consist of the following…
Milgram

A. Introduction (10 marks) 
Provide a detailed definition of obedience.

What was the motivation for the study? 
B. Method (15 Marks) 
This section will be long.

Who was tested?

Who did the testing?

What did they do?

C. Results (10 Marks)
What did they find?  
D. Discussion (10 Marks)

How do they explain their results?

Are there alternative explanations?
E. Impact of the Article (5 Marks)

What important issues did this study raise for the field (social psychology) or for psychological study in general?
For the latter, you’re going to have to be creative.

F. Strengths and Weaknesses (10 Marks)
Provide strengths and/or weaknesses for the study (should add up to ten).
If you come up with some good ones not on our key, we will add them to the key.

Latané and Darley 
A. Introduction (10 Marks)

Describe bystander effect and diffusion of responsibility

Describe responding to emergencies as a socially prescribed norm

What was their motivation for doing the study?
B. Method (20 Marks)
Describe the subjects, the procedure, and the dependent measures.

C. Results (10 Marks)

What did they find?  

D. Discussion (15 Marks)
What’s necessary for a reaction?

What do the results suggest?

Are there alternative explanations for the results?

.

E. Impact of Article (10 Marks)
What’s the impact in terms of explaining social behavior, in terms of psychology experimentation (hint: ethics), and in terms of the legal system?
F. Strengths and Weaknesses of Article (10 points)

Provide strengths and/or weaknesses for the study (should add up to five).

If you come up with some good ones not on our key, we will add them to the key.

Send rough drafts in a Word file to Kirk Luther (kluther@mun.ca).
He will help you with APA and writing only.  He will not help you with content.  We will not correct your final draft until you’ve done a rough draft.

Final drafts go to Meagan Ryan (nmr760@mun.ca).

10 page limit (not including cover page and references).
The cover page and headings should be done using APA style.

Put the paper in a reference section

Purdue OWL: APA Formatting and Style Guide




































